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remains cheaper and housing options 

are more attainable. 

That shift comes with consequences. 

As more residents are forced to live  

farther away, commuting distances 

grow. Service industry professionals, 

healthcare workers, educators, and  

support staff must travel longer  

distances just to work in Tallahassee. 

Over time, this strains the local  

workforce, increases traffic congestion, 

raises transportation costs, and reduces 

overall quality of life. 

Cities function best when the people 

who keep them running can afford to live 

nearby. When housing policy ignores 

that reality, the effects ripple far beyond 

real estate. Businesses struggle to staff 

positions, workers burn out, and  

communities lose balance. Until leaders 

address land and development economics 

with a real growth plan, the market will keep 

leaving buyers behind.  
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T allahassee’s housing problem isn’t 

about demand. It’s about cost, and 

many costs are rising because of poor 

growth management. 

Over the past several years, land values 

and development costs in Leon County 

have climbed sharply. As land becomes 

more expensive and the cost to develop 

it increases, builders are left with fewer 

financially viable options. Smaller, more 

affordable homes no longer pencil out. 

To make projects work, builders must 

build larger homes at higher price points. 

This is not a market failure. It is an  

economic response to policy and  

planning decisions. 

Despite growing demand for entry-level 

housing, local leadership has failed to 

create a plan that allows homes  

affordable to the majority of residents to 

be built at scale. The result is  

predictable. First-time buyers, service 

workers, young famil ies, and  

moderate-income households are being 

priced out of Leon County and pushed 

into surrounding counties where land 
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